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FIG. 249. Jussiaea repens, a rooting or
floating aquatic with numerous inflated
roots which project upward into the air

These roots contain a great develop-
ment of air spaces through which air
can pass to the submerged portions of
the plant,

Many trees in the tropics have
buttress roofs (Fig. 254) which are
planklike extensions growing from
the upper portions of large roots.
Such buttress roots are fre-
quently made into table tops.

Reproduction (seed function).
The roots of many plants produce
adventitious buds which grow into
new plants and reproduce the spe-
cies. Some plants are reproduced
artificially by root cuttings.

Storage. Underground roots
may become very much thick-
ened and serve as organs for the

storage of food. Such is the case in sweet potatoes (Fig. 240),
yams, radishes (Fig. 218), turnips (Fig. 241), parsnips, carrots,
and dahlias (Fig. 242). Roots may also store water.